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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
RR Se ia re 
. REMARKS ON DR. DANIEL DANA’ S* 
‘ _ SERMON, 


dat the O 
“gor as pastor of the Pres 
Society in Nottingham West, N. H. From this 
Sermon there are several selections or extracts 
on some of the most important doctrines which 
distingnish Orthodoxy from what is calle’, in 
these times, liberal or rational Christianity, in 
the New-Hampsimine Rerosirory of ‘April Ist, 
1826. Some friend haa politely sent me this 
paper, having taken care to direct my attention 
to the before mentioned extracts, which suggests 
to me that some remarks on the Rey. Dr.’s rea- 
sonings would be acceptable to a reader of the 
Magazine; and although the extracts present 
nothing new, nor any thing which has not be- 
come rather stale, as a subject of controversy, 
it is very possible that some profit. may arise 
from labor thus bestowed. , 
The subjects on which the extracts treat are 
Human Derravity ; Receverarion; Divine Sov- 


nation of Rey. K. Tate 


ExeignTy ; Erernar Evection, Anp ATONEMENT ynholiness would perfectly satisfy the desires of 


or CuristT. 
By what appears in the paper which contains 


these extracts, it is understood that the Dr. con-| on a mere gloss for argument, the Dr. refers to 
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| first born into the world. Why thea, it will be 
terian Ciitirch ‘dnd *mAtural to.aske, docs he represent q.,,sinful hab- 
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_ But perbaps it will be said, that the Dr. stat-|heing enlightened, feel his hatred subside, an& 
ed that “mankind, as a species, are alienated | love become the passion of his heart. * 
from God,” &c. and therefore must haye meant 
that man is radically sinful in his nature, when 


saying that we might as well expect to see the 
wolf or the lion assume the nature of the lamb, 
or the. dove, as that sinners should convert 


its as polluting us? Furthermore it is worthy 
of notice, that the Dr. states that those objects 
which are of a polluting tendency are unsatisfy- 
ing to man. But if man be radically evil, why 
does not evil satisfy him? Sober reason, agreea- 
bly te which the Dr. professes to argue, sup- 
poses that whatever is in anison with nature 
satisfies it. The fowl of every wing, being nat- 
urally constituted to live in the air, are satisfied 
with their element, as is the fish with the water, 
in which it was constituted to live. -If, there- 
fore, there be any such being in the universe, 
who is totally depraved, that is, wholly sinful, 
by nature, can reasen se@ why sin should not 
completely satisfy such a being? It may reflect 
light on this subject to ask whether perfect holi- 
ness is not perfectly satisfactory to a perfectly 
holy. Being ? The answer must be in the affirm- 
ative. Then it is reasonable to conclude that 


conversion consists in repentance towards Go 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
reasonable to say that a wolf, or a lion can as 
easily assume the nature of the lamb, or the 
dove, as a sinner can repent of his sins and be-+ 
lieve in Christ? If Dr. Dana says this, will he 
inform us of the rationality of exhorting sinners 
to repent and believe the gospel? If his state- 
ment be rational, is it not just as reasonable to 
exhort wolves and lions to become lambs and 
doves, as to exhort sinners to repent and believe 
in Jesus? But he not only exhorts sinners to 
repent and believe, but he threatens them with 
everlasting condemnation if they do not com- 
ply ! . 

But perhaps it will be said, that what the Dr. 
means is, that sinners cannot repent and believe 
unless assisted by the divine influence. Weask 
in our turn, who among those, who oppose or- 
thodoxy, ever pretended, that the divine influ- 
ence was not necessary to the conversion of 
sinners ? or who among them have ever believ-. 


an entirely, unholy being 
In a manner peculiar to writers, who depend 


tended that orthodoxy, in relation tothe sever-| legislation, and our observations on passing|ed that the divine influence is not always grant- 
valsebjectsebewe stated, is innnigon with the events, &c, to prove the doctrine of human de-jed in the moral requirements which are en- 


dictates of sober reason, which he also under 
takes to make apparent. 

There is one most capital fault, which seems 
too apparent in these extracts, not to have been 
visible to the learned divine, and even to the 
most moderate capacity of his hearers. [ mean 
the fault of substituting his own unqualified as- 
sertions in place of argument. But as it re- 
spects his first topic, it is a fact, that in room of 
maintaining any thing for IZuman depravity, 
which the opposers ef orthodoxy pretend to de- 
ny, the Dr. has yielded the whole subject in de- 
bate; and without seeming to know it, has plac- 
ed human depravity exactly on the ground 
which’ the opposers of orthodoxy have ever 
maintained, as the following will show: “The. 
doctrine implies that mankind, as a species, are 
alienated from God, as their sovereign Lord and. 
chief good ; that they habitually violate his com-| 
mands, und habitually seek their happiness in ob-' 
jects interdicted und unsatisfying, polluted and pol-. 
huing.” ‘Lhere may be something inconsistent, 
with itself, in this quotation; but it seems im-_ 
possible not to see that the statement isa direct, 
denial of the doctrine of total, native depravity ; 
becanse a being thus depraved could not fall into 
habits which would be polluting ; it being im- | 
possible to poliute pollution itself, Who among , 
those who have opposed the orthodox notion of | 
total depravity, ever pretended that we are not 
Jiable to be polluted.by sinful babits? But does 
it at al! serve the cause of the orthodox doctrine | 
to contend that sinful practices are of a tendency 
to pollute the sinner? If we are totally deprav- 
ed when first introduced into existence, what 
danger can there be of our becoming polluted ? 


* Of Londonderry, N. H, 


pravity. But he should’ know thet his mode of; joined? Sas ili ici 
reasoning, in this instance, further vindicates! T’o prove the necessity’ of the divine influ 
| the opinions which are opposed to orthodoxy ;| ence, in manner and degree, maintained by or- 
for if those views, against which our penal codes | thodoxy, the preacher says; ‘Let the appeal 
are designed as barriers, are used to prove} be made to facts. For how many thousands of 
'man’s depravity, the contrary virtues, which are | years have the powers of moral suasion, of hu- 
certainly as numerous, and. vastly more preva-|man reason and eloquence been employed to 
lent, are, to say the least, equal proofs of man’s} subdue the vices, and banish the crimes of man. 
/moral rectitude and purity. And with what effect? Human depravity has 
REGENERATION | langhed at these puny and powerless weapons.” 
And the Dr. founds its} Here let reason say if the learned Dr. could 
He says;|have more completely refuted himself. Has 
Sin-|not the divine influence, for which he contends, 
Just| been employed as many thousand of years “to 
as well might you expect to see the wolf, or | subdue the vices, and banish the crimes of man? 
the lion assume the nature of the lamb or the} And with what effect?” What further does the 
dove.” Let it be remembered that the Dr. is; Dr.’s argument say? It says; ** Human de- 
laboring to m::e his subject accord with rea-| pravity has laughed at these puny, and power- 
son. But how well he succeeds let- reason|less weapons”! If vices and crimes were now 
judge. ‘Hatred will not transmute itself to| known in the world only by the history of for- 
love.” What does our learned divine mean by | mer times, and the question should be agitated, 
this assertion? He means that the sinner, who| among moral philosophers and divines, what had 
is to be converted, is hatred, radically. And as} produced so happy a change in mankind ? Would 
hatred will not transmate itself to love, it is!any one have aright to say, that “moral suasion, 
proof that sinners will not convert themselves to| human reason and eloquence” had rendered this 
saints. What then will convert sinners to saints ?| cause no assistance? Or would our orthodox di- 
Answer, the divine influence. But does the divine | vines have a right to say, that the divine influ- 
influence transmute hatred to love? If this be the | ence, without the means of moral suasion, hu- 
case, hatred must be very precious in the sight of} man reason and eloquence, had, In some un- 
God. Whatever the divine influence can effect, known, mysterious manner eflected this change? 
it can effect without any expense. ‘Therefore In one word, would not such assum»tion leave 
if it can transmute hatred to love, hatred is as|the subject undecided by any thing like sound 
valuable in the sight of the divine Being as is/ reasoning ? 

ilove, for he can transmute all the hatred in the | sut if our orthodox brethren are really de. 
universe to love! It seems more consistent with sirous of giving indubitable proof of the ingufh- 
reason to suppose that one whose heart is exer-| ciency of all moral suasion, human reason and 
cised with hatred, may be convinced that his|eloquence in the work of man’s reformation, 


hatred is occasioned by erroneous views, and | and of the efficacy of what they are pleased to 


RET ts i 


Is the next subject. 
necessity on the depravity of man. 
“tatred will not transmute itself to tove. 
ners will not convert themselves Xo saints. 


Again, let reason judge of the propriety of — 


‘thetistives io saint Yl divises Qilowsthae 


is it then. 
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call divine influence, in subduing the vices, and 
banishing the crimes of man, let them set before 
the eyes of the public, a sample. Let us see 
the orthodox divines, and all such as they be 
lieve to be christianized by the divine influence, 
holy beings destitute of vices and crimes, free 
from pride and ambition, free from avarice and 
covetousness, free from falsehood and deceit; 
or if this be requiring too much, let us see that 
they are really more boly than others, and we 
shall certainly allow such proof far greater 
weight, than we are willing to allow mere falla- 
cious appeals and empty assertions. 

It seems reasonable to ask the Rev. Dr. what 
be wishes u& to understand by the question in 
his ‘“‘appeal to facts’? He asks; “For how 
many thousands of years have the powers of 
moral suasion, of human reason and eloquence, 
been employed to subdue the vices, and to ban- 
ish the crimes of man. d with what effect ?” 
Does he mean that “moral suasion, human rea- 
son S eloquence “have been so long striving” to 


“And what if he be pleased to bestow his pre-| South, who may know of the existence of the 


plays of sovereignty, such astonishing forms of| — Prom the (\\ oodstock, Vt.) Christian Repository. 
mercy, proud murmurings, or humble and grate- : . “tent 

fal adoration?” But when speaking on the A brief History of the Dealings of the Con-- 
subject of Eternal Election, he says ; **But while gregational Chuicb’ in Newfane, Vt. with 
we thus assert the doctrine of election, we ut- Mr. James Lamb, then a Member iS? said a 


terly disdain the crude and false and dangerous ; : » 
conceptions which are often connected with il.| - Church, almost seventy years of age. “ 


We denythat it represents the Most High'as; . In the beginning of the year AD. 1821, said 
bestowing the bliss of heaven on a few favor-| Church being destitute of a Pastor, called Mr. 
ites, to the exclusion of others as good as them-| Chandler Bates, a licensed candidate, then — 
selves.” Ip the first sentence it is the evident | preaching with them, to settle with them, who 
design of the preacher, te humble us under ajaccepted the invitation, upon cenditions that 
seuse of the divine Sovereignty, acting, as he; before his. ordination the church should settle” 
says, “on principles which elude all our re-jall existing diflerences. Accordingly in the — 
searches, and bafile all our calculations.” And| month of April, Mr. Lamb was cited to appear 
here he fearlessly states, that the most unprom-| before them in church meeting, (having chosen 
subdue the vices, and to banish the crimes of! ising, the vilest and guiltiest of our race are the} the Rev. James Tufts of Wardsboro’, for their 
man,” and yet will he contend that there is subjects of sovereign salvation; but in the last, Moderator,) to answer to the charge of heresy | 
nothing but depravity in this moral suasion, this | Sentence, it is evideat that he had another object | preterred against him by some of the members, 
human reason and eloquence? If these proper-| !0 view, and that was to guard against the objec-{ in consequence of his acknowledging a belief in | 
ties are in fact nothing but depravity, how tion, which all reasonable people have against the | the final restitution ofall things by Jesus Christ. 
comes it to pass that they have been so long em- doctrine of partial election, aud this object led| Accordingly he appeared before them; and af- 
ployed in “subduing the vices, and in banishing| him to state a direct coatradiction to what) ter laboring with bim some time, they proceed- 
the crimes of man?” he stated when treating on the divine Sov-|ed to appoint Deacon John Wilder, Mr. Daniel 
DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY ereignty. Philips and Mr. Jonathan Hall, a committee to - 
Comes next. And what the Dr. means by it) On the subject of the Atonement of Christ, the |labor with him in private. About two weeks 
may be understood by the following: “But why| Dr. has prostrated the whole scheme of ortho-| afterwards, upon an appointed day, Deacon 
should it be bestowed on some and not on oth-| oxy relative to this section of doctrine. he} Wilder called upon him and began the labor by © 
ers? (That is, salvation.) We reply; If the following is his statement: “Nor were the sub-} lamenting tbat he should embrace such an error 
sulyation of some rendered the condition of oth-| Stitution and vicarious sufferings of the Saviour|as the’ final restoration sentiment appeared to 
ers more unhappy than it would otherwise haye/iM aby view incongruous or unnatural. In the; be. To which Mr. Lamb replied; “Deacon, if 
been, the distinction might seem either unjust| Course of human life, which is no other than the |{ am in an error, do, Sir, show me by scripture 
or unkind. But this is not the fact. And sure-| Course of providential dispensations to man, the} wherein | am wrong, or ‘misunderstand thedal 
ly the Sovereign of heaven and earth may do|imnocent are continually suffering for the guilty; | scriptures.” He then siated many passages of 
what he will with his own. When mortals and thousands of individuals are every day par- scripture which he thought clearly proved Uni- 
have fayors to impart, they claim to impart| taking the most important benefits, through the! versal Salyation, and asked the Deacon how be 
them (o whom they please. And shall this! interposition of others. Vicarious interference | should understand them; but the Deacon would 
right, so indisputable and undisputed as it re-| 18 the grand medinm through which the princi- | not pretend to explain them, nor could he an- — 
gards men be impiously denied to the God of} pal enjoyments, blessings and deliverasces of the | swer to one out of twenty questions put to him 
heaven?” ‘The Dr. has used other forms of| present life are received.” {1 wiil not imquire|upon the scriptures. Alter laboring in that 
argument, on this subject, none of which ap-| Why a Dr, of divinity should call those suffer-) manner two or three hours, they were joined 
pear to have greater stress laid on them than! 'mgs, which the American patriots endured for) by ~Mr. Hall, and after the usual ceremonies, 
Sa the purpose of obtaining the independence of} Deacon Wilder observed to Mr. Hall, that Mr. 
Let reason examine this argument. A mortal,| the United States, vicarious ; but | venture to} Lamb had so much of the scriptures at com- 
say the Dr. himself, has a favor to bestow. He) assert that he will find no professed christian, | mand, they should not be able to do much with 
has an undoubted right to bestow it on whom he| Who is opposed to orthodoxy generally, who}him. Mr. Hall, however, thought be must do 
pleases. ‘I'wo needy persons apply for the fay-| does not believe that the sufferings of Jesus something, and began in the same manper that 
or. He makes his selection and bestows it on| Christ were beneficial to the world in this con-| Deacon Wilder did. and with no greater force 
one; the other departs destitute. Who has any | §rwous and natural way. Hi. B. | of argument. nor could he answer questions, nor 
te to and eal Ve oie case be varied. explain scripture with any more consistency 
Soppose the Dr. could, without any inconyen- tuan the Deacon. ; ns i 
jence to himself, so have managed his favor as ce eae UNIV EPA, | charch teens: a sii ean acd 
to effect a complete relief for both those needy} Since the publication of the Star, the Editor | been a father in the church, and they had lowk- 
Persons; so that both could have derived as am-) has had the pleasure of ascertaining the fact that|ed to him, in some measure, as an exemplary 
ple favor from it as one only could ; things be-|there are many more believers of the truth in| Christian and guide, in matters of faith aud 
ing So circumstanced, would it be right for him} the states of Alabama, Georgia and South Caro-| practice. Mr. Hall then stated as the wish of 
to give it exclusively to one, and neglect the | lina, than he had any expectation of: and what/|the church, that he would come back and walk 
wants of the other? _NNo, surely, reason would|is more, be-has found that they are génerally| with them. Mr. Lamb replied, that he could 
condemn his partiality, and reprehend his cru-|men of high standing in the estimation of so-|not conscientiously do it; if he should, he must 
elty! How unhappy is it for this divine te ap- | ciety. renounce his belief in the sacred scriptures, and 
proach the sacred precincts of humanity, with) There is, however, one difficulty the cause} it would then be with him as it was with An- 
sg (es pega a“ inert There gh Seti and ee pon have to contend with napias and Sapphira, be should not only have 
oD agp teagan psrigiin " oi oy : | re the a He i the want of Ministers lied unto man but unto God. 
the ad Gitte Tbe of inia _— iality and such | to preac the truth as “it is in Jesus ; _and the In the course of th jabor, Mr. Lamb had 
r Sef : Of divinity attributes to our) existence of regularly organized societies. ‘The |stated to these gentlemen the exercises of his 
Aer een me as Editor, in accordance with the wish of otbers,|mind and his study of the scriptures for half a 
+f Sy ie oy rh ternal Election | has sent a circular solicitation to the brethren in|jcentury back. That he, bad been an honest in- 
oe aca eens ve ‘yar anes a no bet-| the ay: for Ministers to come to the South, to quirer after truth, and if he had embraced an 
{4 tenrepsgoh Reteves os considered. | preac the word of life and peace, and to assist | erroneous sentiment it was one he had embrac- 
’ r may be submitted | in forming the believers of Universal Salvation|ed by searching the scriptures daily to se 
to the reader, on those topics. T’o show how | into regular societies; and he expects thats whether tI hi 3 Jot" from 
ia: Liki vowtside COdialasandy ats’ etia tine rile a ce 4 vg <0 es ae some ether these t ings were 80, and not irom 
two saan When ; Ns ig | soon come by divine permission, and that ‘searching other men’s opinions, nor fiom preach- 
passag gether, ep reasoning, as he|{socieLes will be formed in several sections; he jing; fora the preachiog he had ever heard, 
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had been in contradiction to his present belief, ‘accountabie to a confession of faith he had not 


and to the» scriptures, as he must understand 
them. . basse rat 
These gentlemen after finding they could not 
ebtain an argument against him in the scriptures, 
retired from his house, and at the church meet- 
ing in May, severaliy reported that they had 
labored with Mr. Lamb, but got no satisfaction. 
Mr. Phillips also labored with him a few days 
after the other gentlemen, much in the same 
manner, and with the same effect, and reported 
to the same meeting that he got no satisfaction. 
Mr. Lamb attended the meeting, and the Mod- 
erator and Church began. to,labor.with and ask 
him questions concerning his belief; to ali of 


ssubseribed to ; and then retired-te let them act 
alone. He called upon them again soon after, 
and Mr. Bates informed him that the church had 
voted to excommunicate him; ‘to which he re- 
plied, £ will accept it. Deacon Knowlton then 
arose and said, he wished to ask him once more 
if he was willing to come back to the church 
again ; to which he replied, May God forbid 
that ever [should be bound by any man, or body 
of men that wili not allow me to enjoy my ewn 
conscience.-- Mr. Bates then informed him, that 
sixty days would be allowed him to consider and 
return to bis duty, afterwatdsbis sentence 
would be read, if he did not return. But before 


which he replied, by stating many passages of sixty days expired, he received the following 


scripture too lengthy to be detailed in this his- 
tory. After consulting among themselves, the 
church voted to withdraw fellowship from him, 
requesting him to consider the case.and return 
to their discipline.’ Mr Lamb then requested 
the privilege of conversing with the members 
at their houses and other places occasionally, 


_ and retired from the meeting. 


5 
On, the 4th of July following, Mr. Bates was 
publicly ordained. to the pastoral care of said 


letter: 

{ . Newrine, June 27, 1826. 

' Mr. James Lamb, 

' Sir,--Whereas you have been convicted of a 
‘breach of covenant in voluntarily absenting 
“yourself from communing with this church at 
the Lord’s table, and for heresy, and after due 
pains taken with you in private, still remain ob- 
stinate & impenitent-whereby it becomes neces- 
sary according to the rules of the gospel that 


church without any recommendation or any fur- 


church, and Mr. Lamb’s case remained untouch- you be publicly admonished as an instituted means 
ed until the summer of 1825, when wishing to’ to bring you to repentance. ‘These are there- 


Lord’s direction. The church having seriously 
examined the complaints, together with the evi 
dence produeed, have judged you guilty of a 
breach of covenant, in voluntarily absenting 
from the communion, and for heresy, and after 
due admonition and much patience, dost yet re- 
main obstinate, giving no evidence of repent- 
ance—and it being the will and ordinance of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that his church should 
have no fellowship with him that is an heretic, 
(see Titus iii. 10,) but withdraw themselves 
from every brother who walketh disorderly, and 
cast such out of the church, and esteem and 
treat them as heathen and’ publicans, I do 
therefore, in the name and by the authority of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the consent of 
this church, declare thee James Lamb excom- 
wunicated and cast out of the communion of the 
church of Christ—debar thee from their privi- 
leges, and deliver thee into the visibie kingdom 
of Satan for the destruction of thy fleshly and 
corrupt principles and practices, that thy spirit 
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus, 

With the concurrence of the brethren, 

CuHanper Bares, Pastor. 

Newfane, July 2, 1826. 

Editors of papers or periodical publications who may in- 
sert the foregoing or any part of the same, will please 


know his final destiny, he called upon Mr. Bates, fore, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to make such comments upon the same as they conceive will 
and inguired whether the church had done, or require you to appear before the pastor and con- | Serve the cause of truth, 


were.about to do any thing concerning’ him.— | gregation, in the meeting house in Newfane, 
Mr. Bates replied. that nothing was done. Mr.:on the next Thursday in the afternoon, then 
Lamb then requested to be dismissed from the and there to confess for the sins aforesaid, 

By order of the Church, 

ther ceremony. But Mr. Bates replied that Cuanprer Bates, Pastor. 
could not be done; be must either renounce his —- 

sentiment and return to the church, ov be-ex- Newrane, June 28, 1826. 
‘communicated. Mr. Lamb then requested that, Rev. Chandler Bates, 

the church would do something:about it immed-| -Sir,—Having received'a citation from you, to 
jately,. Accordingly Mr. Bates convened the! appear before the pastor and congregation, to 


church, and appointed Dea. Nathan Knowiton answer to the charges of voluntary neglect of 


and Mr. Jobn Kenny a committee.to labor with duty, and heresy, | take this method to state to 
Mr. Lamb again, who called upon him and ask-| you the reasons of my noncompliance with your 
ed him if-he wished to come back to the church requisition. I have learned since the late charch 
again. ‘Lo which he replied, he was not pre-; meeting, that | hurt the feelings of some persons 
pared to answer that question until he had been by disowning a confession of faith, not in exis- 
informed how he must come, or ‘on whit! teuce when the church withdrew their fellow- 
grounds he should be recetved; and tock up his|ship from me, therefore I decline appearing be- 
Bibie and recited a passage of scripture rcfer- fore them again. As to your first charge, vol- 
ring to the excommunicated person, when Mr. luntary neglect. of duty, I left my seat at the ta- 
Kenny abruptly observed, we did not come here | ble, expecting that some of the members would 
to dispute with you upon the scripture. pee py their’s if | did not. As ‘to your second 
which Mr. Lamb replied, Well, gentlemen, then charge, heresy, | never knowingly denied the 
tell me what { must do, or what you will do.—/| Lord that bought me, but considered him as an 
This being in the month of November, 1825, , ail sufficient Saviour, as the Lamb of Ged that 
he consenied that the charch shouid have till taketh away the sins of the world ; therefore, I 
May, 1826, making five years from the time of} wholly deny the charge. But.this | say, that 


his suspension, to consider upon it and then to 

act. ‘Lhe committee then retired. 
Here it must be observed, that about the time 

Mr. Bates become pastor of the church, the Conso- 


ciation in the County of Windham, voted that} 


the articles of faith and church covenant should 
be the same in all the churches belonging. to 
that body. Accordingly anew confession of faith 
and church covenant was received by the church 
in Newfane, entirely different from that from 
which Mr, Lamb was suspended. ‘The last com- 
mittee reported to the church that they got no 
satisfaction; and) Mr. Lamb. appeared at the 
charch meeting on the 4th of May, and expres- 
sed some doubts as to the propriety of their pro- 
ceeding to excommunicate bim from a system oj 
faith which he never had subscribed. Mr. 
Bates replied that he had once put himse}f un- 
der the watch and care of this church, and hav- 
ing a new confession of faith made no difference, 
he would find them all alike in the County. 
Brother Lamb then stated thal he did not feel 


after the way which you call heresy, so worship 
,1 the God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in the law and in the pro- 
| phets. 

James Lamp, in the 75th year of his age. 


The Church of, Christ in Newfane, to-Mr. James Lamb. 


Sir,— Whereas you having become a member of 


the Church of Christ in this place, and having 
solemnly covenanted before God, and with this 
church, to walk with them in all the doctrines 
and duties of the gospel, and to submit yourselt 
to the watch and discipline of the same. And 
as you have voluntarily absented yourself from 
the communion of the Lord’s table, and departed 


‘| from the faith and practice of .this church, and 


violated your covenanted engagements, it has 
been considered a duty to use those means with 
you which Christ has directed to be used with an 
ofiending brother. ‘Ihe first and second step of 
the gospel being taken without the desired ef- 
lect, piwus told to the church agreeable to our 
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REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING. 


Ist. The first charge, which ‘the minister of 
the church mentions, in his letter of admonition 
and the church’s letter of excommunication, a- 
gainst Mr. Lamb, is that of voluntarily absent- 
ing himself from communing with the church, 
at the Lord’s table. But in the whole narrative 
we hear not a word of this charge. By the 
narrative we are led to suppose that Mr. Lamb 
was first arraigned before the church to answer 
to the charge of heresy, which some individuals 
had, in an informal manner stated against him. 
The following are the words of the narrative: 
“Mr. Lamb was cited to appear before them in 
church meeting, to answer to the charge of her- 
esy prefered against him by some of the mem- 
bers.” ‘That this charge and the church meet- 
ing were informal, appears by the result of the 
meeting; for the church appointed a committee 
to labor with Mr: Lamb, in private. If the pro- 
ceedings had been in the usual form, and ac- 
cording to scripture, this private labor would 
| have preceeded any church meeting on the sub- 
iject. Passing over this circumstance, we come 
‘to the labor of the commitiee. And what is the 
‘subject of their labor? Do they come to their 
| brother and say, dear brother, it grieves us to 
the heart, to go to our blessed communion, seat 


ourselves before the table of our Lord, and look 


‘round to find our venerable brother Lamh. 
whom we have long esteethed as “a father in 
the church, and as an exemplary christian and 
‘guide, in matters of faith and practice,” and 
‘find him not? Do they say, brother Lamb, we 
|beseech you by the tenderest affections and 
charities, by the very bowels of Jesus to come 
‘to the communion, and po Jonger absent your- 
'self? No; no such thing. Nor was there one 
word said about this heinous crime of “yolunta- 
rily absenting himse!f from the communion,” 
The laber opened with a lamentation that Br. 
Lamb “should embrace such an error as the fival 
restoration sentiment appeared to.be.” Here. 
sy was the alpha, heresy was the omega! With 
regard to Mr, Lamb’s whsence from comnmnion, 
| in the dinst place, dt is ewident thatdt wascoud qe 


= 
eo 


tenderness to the feelings of those, who had in- 
dicated to him, that if he communed, they could 
not. ‘The following, in his reply to the minis- 
ter, gives support to this opinion: “1 left my 
seat at the table, expecting that some of the 
members would leave their's, if 1 did not.” 
Meader, how now does it seem to you, to find, 
in the letters of admonition and excommunica- 
tion, addressed, by a professed minister of Jesus 
Christ, to Mr. Lamb, the charge of voluntarily 
 absenting himse 
must realize that it was the 
unsupported 


minister and his church had for a number of) manner, 
/him and thee alone, &c. 


ears guarded their communion, as with a flam- 
ing sword, against the approach of their aged 
and venerable brother! When will ministers 
and their churches be ashamed of such sancti- 


monious hypocrisy ? 


if from communion, when you! 
unreasonable and) 
charge of heresy, with which this| ue to take away thy precious privdeges, in this! 
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‘effected to some profit, it is here asked, why 


did not the blessed Saviour accommodate his 


disciples, who are so very jealous for his relig- 
‘jon, with something like the following: More- 


over, if thy brother violently, with force and 


‘arms, rob thee of thy rights, by saying that he 


believes in the salvation of all men, through my 
divine mediation; and if be should wilfully per-! 
sist in contending that my precious bioed was | 
shed for all men, and that, in due time my re-! 
deeming power shatl ransom ail mea from sin 
and death to holiness and life; and ifhe confine 


then sto and tell him his fault between 
I know it may be said, 
in reply, that there was no need of these plain 
directions, so long as ministers und professors 
can do all this business without any such au- 
thority ; and after they have done it, appeakto 
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SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
THE ORPHAN BOY: 


Alas! Tam an Orphan Boy ~ 
With nought on earth to cheer my heart; 
No father’s love, no mother’s joy, 
Nor kin nor kind to take my part. . 
My ijodging is the cold, cold ground, 
[| eat the bread of charity ; 
And when the kiss of love goes round, 
There is no kiss, alas, for me. 


Yet once | had a father dear, 
A mother too, | wont to prize, 
With ready hand to wipe the lear, 
If chanc’d the transient tear to rise. 
But cause of tears was rarely found, 
For all my heart was youibful glee ; 
And when the kiss of love went round, 
How sweet a kiss there was for me! 


Pwr 4 


ed. The charge of heresy, we have before! the gospel, in a mostsolemn manner for justifi- 
seen, was the alpha and the omega of this eccle-| cation. ; é 
siastical prosecution and excommunication. But} The proceedings, to which these remarks re- 
in what did this heresy consist? It consisted in} fer, reminds us of several similar events record- 
the belief that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of all|edin scripture. When the committee, appoint- 
men. St. Peter, in his 2d epistle defines heresy|ed by the church, conversed, by way of labor, 
in the following passage, chap. ii. 1, “But there | with their brother Lamb, he was found to be so 
were false prophets also among the people,| well acquainted with the scriptures, and wield- 
even as there shall be false teachers among you, ) ed them with such effect, that one said to the 

| 


But ah! there came a war, they say; 
What is a war ?—I cannot tell -—~— 7 
The drums and fifes did sweetly play, 
And loudly rang our village bell. 
In truth, it was a pretty sound 
I thought; nor could I thence foresee, 
That when the kiss of love went round, 
There soon would be no kiss for me. 


A scarlet coat my father took, 
And sword as bright as bright could be ; 
And feathers that so gaily look, % 
All in a shining cap had he. 
Then how my little heart did bound, 
Alas, I thought it fine to see, 
Nor dreamt, that when the kiss went round, 
‘Lhere soon would be no kiss for me. 


who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, other, brother Lamb,has so much of the scrip- 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and / tures at command,” we shall “not be able to do 
bring upon themselves swift destruction.” Did!) much with him.” That is, they could not an- 
* -. Lamb deny the Lord that bought him? No. ‘swer his arguments. ‘They could do enough 
Mr. Lamb believes what divine truth asserts,| with him, when they were with the church and 
that Jesus Christ “gave himself a ransom for all| the minister. We are informed in the 6th of 
men, to be testified in due time.” He believes, Acts, that those, who disputed with Stephen, 
that Jesus Christ the righteous “is the propitia-| were “not able to resist the wisdom & the spirit 
tion for the sins of the whole world.” He be-| by which he spake.” But ail this did not secure pbied Ps 
lieves that the Lord who bought him, “by the) him against their unhallowed zeal; they could At length the bell again did Ns 

grace of God, tasted death for every man.” He} gnash on him with their teeth, they could cast] , There was a victory, they said; 
believes, that ‘tas by the offence of one judgment! him out of the city and stune him to death ! Twas what my father said he’d bring ; 

came upon all men to condemnaticn, even so by} When the princes of Babylon sought occasion} But, ah! it brought my father dead. 

the righteousness of one the free gift came upon | against Daniel, they were reduced to the neces- My mother shriek’d, her heart was Wo, 

all men unto justification of life.” He believes, | sity of saying; “*We shall not find any occasion She clasp’d me to her trembling knee «— 
that in the fulness of times, God will “gather against this Daniel, except we find it against O God! that you may never know 

together in one all things in Christ, both which! him concerning the Jaw of his God.” So it was How wild a kiss she gave to me! 
are in heaven, and which are on earth ; even) with the minister and church at Newfane, they 
in him.” This was the only heresy, which the | could find nothing against their brother Lamb, 
Church in Newfane and their minister charged | except concerning the unlimited goodness of huis 


But once again—but once again, 
These lips a mother’s kisses felt ; 
That once again—that once again, 


against an aged brother in the church, whom) God. 


they acknowledged they had esteemed “as an 
exemplary christian and guide, in matters of 
faith and practice.” 

In the letter of excommunication, the reader 
will have observed, that it is stated, that the 
church had taken the steps with Mr. Lamb, 
which Christ has pointed out, &c. The direc- 
tions of Christ are thus, see Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 
17, “Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass a- 
gainst thee, go and tell him his fault between 
him and thee alone: if he shall hear thee, thou 
hast gained thy brother. But if he will not bear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that 
in the mouth of two or three witnesses évery 
word may be established. And ii he shafl.neg- 
Ject to hear them, tell it unto the ¢hurch; but 
if he neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen nan and a publican.” 
What is the meaning of the word trespass? An- 
swer; it is taking possession of that which be- 
longs to another. Was Mr. Lamb guilty of such 
an offence? Had he commitieda trespass a- 
gainst the Church or any individual of it? This 
is not pre tended: and yet they proceeded a- 
gainst him, as Christ directed to proceed against 
ene who had committed a trespass ! 

These remarks are not designed as a reproach 
on the Church in Newfane, bat for the purpose 
1 


of giving some degree 


ry & ~Iyeit Le Swot 
@eiher churcues. Ana 


of admenitien to that and | 
bat this ebject may be {like men. be strong.” 


The princes of Babylon contrived to have 
Daniel cast into a den of lions, and the minister 
and church at Newfane, in as merctful a manner, 
contrived to,deliver their brother Lamb “into 
the visible kingdom of Satan!’ It may be in- 
formation to many, that Satan has a visible king- 
dom in Newlane, Vt. ~ 

When the religious pharisees, doctors of the 
law, and the whole estaie of the elders were de- 
termined on the crucifixion of Jesus, contrary to 
ihe wish of Pilate, they said, *We have a law, 
and by our law he ought to die.” 50 it was | 
with the minister and church at Newfane; they 
had a jaw, and by their law, their brother Lamy 
ought to be aud finally was excomnuinnicated. 

We bid owf brother Lamb a Hearty welcome 
to the reproach of Christ, which we esteem 
greater riches than ail the treasures of spirdiual 
Egypt. 
minds; and we sincerely pray, that like him, he 
may constantly bold the saviour in his arms, and 
be prepared to say; “Now Lord, iettesi thou 
thy servant depart in peace; for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast pre- 
pared before-the face of ail people; a light to 
lighten the Gentiles ; and the glory of thy peo 
pie Israel.” It B 


i 


so 
e faith, quit yeu 
: Paul. 


“Watch ye, stand fast in th 


He brings good old Simeon to pur, 


The tale a heart of stone would melt. 
*T was when upon her deathbed laid, 
(O God! O God! that sight to see,) 


“My child, my child,” she feebly said, 


And gave a parting kiss to me, 


So now | am an Orplian Boy, 
With nought below my heart to cheer; 
No mother’s love, no father’s joy, 
Nor kin nor kind to wipe the tear; 
My lodging is the cold; cold ground, 
| eat the bread of charity. 
And when the kiss of love goes round, 
There is, alias, no kiss for me. 


MAREIKD IX THIS CITY, 

By Rev. Mr. Sharp. Mr. Edmund B. Lord to Migs 
Elizabeth B. Welch “- 

Mr. Jozeph Ripley to Miss Irene, daughter of Rev, 
Elias Smith. \ 

Mr. Seaver Adams to Misé Frances Louisa Smal. 
peace. 

By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Walter Chase to Miss Bliza- 
beth W elsh. 


DIED IN WIS CITY, 


Benjamin Loring, only son of Capt. Benja. Gray, 4 — 
Mr. James Sargent, 40, Mr, Charles Archer, 22.- Mr. 
John York, 40 

In Dover, N. H. on the 8th inst. Mr, John A. Brad 


burn, 23, 


